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INTRODUCTION

Phenomenal growth in world trade ùOver 
8.4 billion tonnes of cargo ù(*2008) 
UNCTAD

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS
TECHNOLOGICAL  DEVELOPMENTS
MODERNISATION
UNIFORMITY
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BACKGROUND

ÅHARTER ACT        (1893)

ÅHAGUE RULES     (1924)

ÅHAGUE ςVISBY RULES     (1968 &1979)

ÅTHE HAMBURG RULES      (1978)

ÅHYBRIDS
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BRIEF OVERVIEW

RATIFICATIONS

About 70% - Hague and Hague Visby 

AND a little over 5% -Hamburg

19 OUT OF 34 GDCõS
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THE LACUNAE

òEven before the ink could dry on 

the 1968 Brussels Protocols, it was 

apparent to all who participated in 

its formulation that if the Hague 

Rules were to be updated from 

their pro carrier orientation, 

something far more comprehensive 

would be required than the òBand 

Aidó improvements it containedó

A. W. Sijthoff
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{ILtt9w{Ω  /hb/9wb{

ÅTHE LIABILITY REGIME

ÅTHE NAUTICAL FAULT RULE

ÅTHE CHAPEAU TO THE EXCEPTIONS

ÅTHE PERIOD OF RESPONSIBILITY

ÅTHE SCOPE OF APPLICATION
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{ILtt9w{Ω /hb/9wb{

ÅSEAWORTHINESS

ÅDELAY

ÅLIMITATION OF LIABILITY

ÅTIME FOR SUIT

ÅDECK CARGO

ÅJURISDICTION AND 

ARBITRATION
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UNDER ROTTERDAM

ÅFAULT BASED WITH REVERSE BURDEN OF 
PROOF

ÅCARRIER LIABLE IF GOODS ARE IN HIS CARE

ÅCHAPEAU ςάb9L¢I9w ¢I9 /!wwL9wΧέ  L{ 
NOW REMOVED

ÅNAUTICAL FAULT REMOVED

ÅFIRE EXECPTION STRENGTHENED

ÅMODERNISATION  - PROTECTION OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT
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UNDER ROTTERDAM

ÅDECK CARGO IS NOW WITHIN THE RULES

ÅCONTAINERISATION IS RECOGNISED

ÅSPECIAL RULES FOR LIVE ANIMALS

ÅRULES ON JURISDICTION AND ARBITRATION
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PERIOD OF RESPONSIBILITY

TACKLE- TO- TACKLE   (The Pyrene)

PORT- TO- PORT

DOOR- TO- DOOR
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THE LIABILITY REGIME

THE BASIS OF LIABILITY( art. 17 )

�™A cornucopia of Hague & Visby 

and Hamburg and hybrid

�™Fault based but with a reversed 

burden of proof (òping pongó)
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